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Minister’s Direction Issued Pursuant to Section 21.3 of the Conservation Authorities 
Act 

(this “Direction”) 
 

WHEREAS section 21.2 of the Conservation Authorities Act permits a conservation 
authority to charge a fee for a program or service if the program or service is included in the 
Minister’s list of classes of programs and services in respect of which a conservation 
authority may charge a fee; 

AND WHEREAS subsections 21.2 (6) and 21.2 (7) of the Conservation Authorities Act 
provide that a conservation authority shall adopt a written fee policy that includes a fee 
schedule listing the programs and services that it provides in respect of which it charges a 
fee, and the amount of the fee charged for each program or service or the manner in which 
the fee is determined (a “Fee Schedule”);   

AND WHEREAS subsection 21.2 (10) of the Conservation Authorities Act provides that a 
conservation authority may make a change to the list of fees set out in the fee schedule or 
to the amount of any fee or the manner in which a fee is determined, provided the authority 
shall give notice of the proposed change to the public in a manner it considers appropriate; 

AND WHEREAS section 21.3 of the Conservation Authorities Act provides the Minister with 
the authority to give a written direction to an authority directing it not to change the amount 
of any fee it charges under subsection 21.2 (10), in respect of a program or service set out 
in the list referred to in subsection 21.2 (2), for the period specified in the direction; 

NOW THEREFORE pursuant to the authority of the Minister of Natural Resources under 
section 21.3, the conservation authorities set out under Appendix “A” of this Direction (the 
“conservation authorities” or each, a “conservation authority”) are hereby directed as 
follows: 

Fee Changes Prohibition 

1. Commencing on the Effective Date and for the duration of the Term of this Direction, a 
conservation authority is prohibited from making a change under subsection 21.2 (10) of 
the Conservation Authorities Act to the amount of any fee or the manner in which a fee 
is determined in its fee schedule if such a change would have the effect of changing the 
fee amount for the programs and services described in paragraphs 2 and 3 of this 
Direction.  

Program and Service Fees Impacted  

2. This Direction applies to any fee set out in the Fee Schedule of a conservation authority, 
including without limitation fees for any mandatory program or service (Category 1), 
municipal program or service (Category 2), or conservation authority recommended 
program or service (Category 3) related to reviewing and commenting on planning and 
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development related proposals, applications, or land use planning policies, or for 
conservation authority permitting. 

3. For greater certainty, this Direction applies to any fees in respect of the following 
programs or services provided under the Mandatory Programs and Services regulation 
(O. Reg. 686/21): 

a. Section 6: programs and services related to reviewing applications and proposals 
under the Aggregate Resources Act, Drainage Act, Environmental Assessment 
Act, and the Niagara Escarpment Planning and Development Act, for the purpose 
of commenting on the risks related to natural hazards arising from the proposal, 

b. Section 7: programs and services related to ensuring that decisions under the 
Planning Act are consistent with the natural hazards policies in the policy 
statements issued under section 3 of the Planning Act and are in conformance 
with any natural hazard policies included in a provincial plan as defined in section 
1 of that Act, 

c. Section 8: programs and services related to conservation authority duties, 
functions, and responsibilities to administer and enforce section 28 and its 
regulations, section 28.0.1, and section 30.1 of the Conservation Authorities Act,  

d. Paragraph 4 of subsection 13 (3): programs and services related to reviewing and 
commenting on any proposal made under another Act for the purpose of 
determining whether the proposal relates to a significant drinking water threat or 
may impact any drinking water sources protected by a source protection plan, 
and  

e. Subparagraph 4 iv of section 15: programs and services related to reviewing and 
commenting on proposals made under other Acts for the purpose of determining 
the proposal’s impact on the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan and the Lake Simcoe 
watershed. 

Application  

4. This Direction, applies to all conservation authorities in Ontario, listed in Appendix “A” to 
this Direction.  

5. For greater certainty, this Direction also applies to the conservation authorities listed in 
Appendix “A” to this Direction when such conservation authorities are meeting as a 
source protection authority under the Clean Water Act, 2006.  

Effective Date and Term 

6. This Direction is effective from January 1, 2025 (the “Effective Date”). 

7. The term of this Direction is the period from the Effective Date to December 31, 2025 
(the “Term”). 

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/210686#BK6
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Amendments 

8. This Direction may be amended in writing from time to time at the sole discretion of the 
Minister.  

 

HIS MAJESTY THE KING IN RIGHT OF ONTARIO 
as represented by the  
Minister of Natural Resources 
 
 
 
 
The Honourable Graydon Smith 
Minister of Natural Resources  
December 12, 2024


